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RSK Farms
RSK Farms is a family-run 
Polled Hereford operation, 
which started in 1984.

Owned by Rae and Stephanie 
Kopeechuk and family, the farm 
is located just east of Brandon, 
Manitoba, along the Trans-Canada 
Highway.
The breeding operation consists 
of about 50 registered Hereford 
females and 45 commercial 
Hereford-Angus females. The rest of 
the farm consists of 3.5 sections of 
both owned and rented crop land, 
hay fields and pastureland. 
(The Dominion Land Survey was 
used in the time of settlement to 
divide most of Western Canada into 
square mile sections. Hence the 
term “sections”. A square mile or 
section of land consists of 640 acres) 
Feed efficiency and docility are 
two very important traits which 
the Kopeechuks look for in their 
Hereford cattle. Good structure, 
muscling, carcass and pigment are 
also sought-after traits. 
In their own words, they say, “The 
cattle must be functional and 
marketable and at the end of the 
day, they need to work.”
The purebred Herefords start 
calving in January and calves are 
weaned by the end of September. 
The cows are wintered on hay only. 
As well as walking numerous bulls, 
the farm uses AI and ET technology 
to acquire desirable traits and 
improve genetic response through 
predictability and repeatability over 
large numbers of progeny.
RSK is enrolled in the THE (Total 
Herd Evaluation) program of the 
Canadian Hereford Association 
because the collection of data helps 
them evaluate their own cattle 
against other breeding programs. 
They also collect carcass data on 
all registered animals through CUP 
(Centralized Ultrasound Processing).
“It’s a tool to help you improve and 
develop your herd,” says Stephanie, 
who is also the Manitoba Hereford 
Association’s secretary.
RSK Farms’ cattle are consigned to 
several Manitoba sales and are also 

sold by private treaty. The operation 
has also taken part in many 
cattle shows in Manitoba and at 
Saskatchewan’s Canadian Western 
Agribition, for several years.
Progeny and genetics from their 
breeding program have been sold 
to Ireland, New Zealand, Australia, 
Russia, Kazahkstan, the USA and 
Canada.
The herdsire RSK 707B Harrison 
24H had a great deal of influence 
within their herd, breeding strong 
replacement females. More recently, 
they have used Traveler 69T, who 
has also sired strong females which 
have been added to the herd as 
replacements. Bulls sired by Traveler 
69T, Tailor Made 7W and RSK 
Stinger 17S have also been popular 
and have been sold privately or by 
public auction. The most recent 
bull introduced to the herd is 
RSK 030047 Down Under 6U, who is 
showing real promise, according to 
Stephanie. Two new junior sires will 
also be used, RSK 204P Player ET 37Y 
and Rhinno 48Y.
All three of Rae and Stephanie’s 
children are active on the operation.  
Andrew, who is employed with 
Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada 
as a research technician. He’s 
also President of the Manitoba 
Hereford Association. His wife 
Tiara, a landscape designer, 
helps with the management and 
breeding of the RSK beef herd. 
Stephen, who is employed with 
Miller Farm Equipment as a heavy 
duty mechanic, takes an active 
part in the farm’s crop and forage 
production. His fiancée Lindsay, is 
currently in the insurance business. 
Sarah Kopeechuk is pursuing a 
nursing career and still helps out on 
the farm as time permits.
RSK Farms is very proud to be 
hosting the 2012 MHA Field Day, 
and looks forward to meeting 
everyone that attends. It is our way 
to showcase what Manitoba has to 
offer, as well as make new friends. 
Please join us on July 21, 2012 at the 
farm.
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For more information or to enter cattle for display, please contact: 
Stephanie and Rae Kopeechuk at (204) 763-4459 or stephan1@mts.net or
Andrew Kopeechuk at (204) 573-9529


